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There was a certain King in Bohemia 





TRISTRAM SHANDY. 


The adventure of the bear and fiddle 
Is fung, but breaks-off in the middle. 
Hupispras, 








Rom my defire to pleafe the world, I have publifhed lucubrations 

on a great variety of fubjects ; but my correfpondents, particularly 

the Ladies, complain that I have given them few ftories ; and that thefe 

few are not fufficiently fentimental, like the tales of my predeceffors, in 

which the foul, melted into pity, or elevated to extacy, enjoyed the in- 

effable fatisfaction of fympathetic rapture. It is my with to give {fatif- 

faction to all defcriptions of polite readers, and to the Fair in particular ; 

therefore I now prefent them with an occurrence, which, although it 

does not poffefs the beauties of a novel, contains a fimple narrative of 
real diftrefs. 

Don Peres Montero, a native of Valhadolid, the heir of a refpeétable 
family in Spain, inherited a fortune equal to his ftation ; but unlooked- 
for diftreffes reduced him to a ftate, that ill fuited a man of birth and 
education. He was driven to feek in the employment of agriculture a 
laborious maintenance for himfelf and a numerous family. Happily 
his habits had ever been the refult of prudence ; ambition had not cor- 
rupted his breaft; he was not a prey to the prejudices of his country ; ; 
his mind had been taught by the writings of philofophers, and his ob- 
fervations on mankind, to bear the reverfes of human life ; in fhort, 
he poffeffed the honour, without the capricc, of a Spaniard. 

The education of his ‘children formed the chief pleafure of Don Peres, 
amidft the labours of the plough. His offspring, educated in induftry, 
and ftrangers to diffipation, found enjoyment in following the precepts 
of their affeCtionate parent. In this humble ftate, they enjoyed con- 
tentment. Their cheerful fire-fide afforded more real fatisfaction than 
had been enjoyed in the more fumptuous halls of their noble an- 
ceftors ; and in their frugal meal, they envied not the luxurious tables 
of the rich and great. In the rural labours of the father and fons, 
and the domeftic occupations of the wife and daughters, 


“ They pafs’d unfelt the fultry hours away.” 
Part IL. H The 
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The virtuous Don Peres and his ative fons rofe with the dawn. Af- 
ter their orifons to the Almighty, his holy and ever-bleffed Mother, and 
to their guardian angels and protecting faints, they repaired to the labours 
of the day. The patient ox, loofed from his ftall, tamely bends his 
fubmiflive neck to the yoke. With meafured fteps, he cuts the bofom 
of the earth, and lays open its hidden treafures; while the youthful la- 
bourer applies the fharp-pointed goad, to excite his exertions. Mean- 
while Phoebus, arifen from the bofom of Thetis, begins his diurnal 
career; and the gentle Zephir refrefhes the hufbandman. under his 
{corching rays. The Venerable Peres encourages the labourers, and 
praifes the goodnefs of the Almighty, for the gifts of the feafon, and 
the bleffings of a returning day. He reminds his virtuous children of 
the happinefs of a country-life, and the fuperior enjoyment acquired 
by labour. He brings to their view the illuftrious Cincinnatus, greater 
when following the ploug gh than when leading bands of viGhorious Ro- 
mans! “ Happier far,” faid he, “ are we, my fons, in this primitive 
and ufeful occupation, than had we, like our forefathers, led warriors 
to the field, to maflacre the peaceful hufbandmen of a neighbouring 
ftate. Let us adore the Almighty for his goodnefs to us, and to all the 
earth.” 

Meanwhile the faithful matron, Joanna, and their lovely daughters, 
were employed in the economy of the family, and the bufinefs of the 
dairy. Having relieved the plump cows of their milky ftore, the amiable 
Violante came forth to call her father and brothers to breakfaft. The 
clean board was covered with bunches of delicious grapes, and bafkets 
of lufcious figs; while goblets of rich milk, hot from the ewes, with 
new-laid eggs, and well-feafoned faufages, fucceffively allured the fa- 
inily to fatiate the appetite procured by the induftrious employment of 
the morning. 

The good Montero never allowed a leifure hour to pafs without pro- 
per inftru€tion to his family. He now enumerated the infinite fupe- 
riority of their homely fare, to the pernicious and expenfive luxuries im- 
ported from India or Peru. His daily topic of the evils he fuffered 
when in the royal forces certainly did not efcape him; he recounted 
an occurrence which tock place w then, as a colonel ard dragoons, | he 
commanded a detachment in America. “ Purfuing a body,” “ee he, 
“ of fugitive Mexicans, my horfe frightened at the fudden noife of the 
war-whoop, I was hurried inv ieee ily into the inmoft receffes of the 
woods. Alone, I was furrounded by for ‘ty favages, headed by an In- 
dian Chief. Their howls and contortions, the hideous noife of their war- 
inftruments, and their menacing motions, would have ftruck with panic 
any but Don Peres Montero. Their commandér: the ferocious Calmat- 
talla, fparkling with rage, his terrific countenance fit to appal-the moft 
courageous, waved his fhining lance. Round his neck hung the 
bones of conquered foes, and hie arms were encircled with bracelets of 


yellow glafs beads. Undif fmayed, | drew my trufty fword, whofe fharp 


edge had fent hofts of infidels to theit’doom. Yet had I ‘almoft fallen 
under the javelins of the favages, when, lof the Holy Virgin, de- 

fcending in a cloud, and attired in the armour of the Grecian Minerva, 
with the effulgency of her facred countenance ftruck with terror the 
ile who fled every where with precipitation. I adored the pre_ 
ence of our Lady; who opening her effulgent eyes, gave figns that | 
fhould 
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thould exterminate the banditti. I rufhed forward impetuous ; the Chief 


firft licked the duft: all the infidels perifhed. As a trophy, I carried 
back the lance of the favage Calmattalla, and offered it on the altar 
of my patronefs the Holy Virgin. But, my fons, it is time that we re- 
{ume the labours of the plough. To-morrow is the feventh day, when 
our great Creator refted, after his fix days labour. My daughters, pre- 
pare our houfe for the day of the Lord. It is the day which Ged has 
ianctified as a feaft. Let us then adore his holy name, and with dances 
and fong fhew ourfelves grateful to our Creator. Our Saviour has fet 
apart the Sabbath, not for the mifery, but for the happinefs of mankind. 
Six days labour recals to us the confequences of the fin of our firft pa- 
rents ; the feventh reminds us of our blefled redemption.” 

“hus {poke the excellent Don Peres Montero ;—when to the aftonifh- 
ment, and almoft petrefaction of the family, entered Don Diego Ore!- 


lana Delgado——_— 


STR, 


I am juft arrived in this town from my native country, Africa. The 
iurprife caufed by the many new objects I have feen I cannot defcribe. 
The drefs, the houfes, the manners, have all afforded me room for ob- 
fervation, amid{ft my aftonifhment. Among a great number of circum- 
{tances that have ftruck me, I have noticed one, of which [ expect an ex- 
planation from you. I thought your Ghoftfhip the moft proper perfon 
{ could addrefs, as we Hottentots are not f{trangers to your fraternity. 

I have remarked, that there are certain convenient boxes of differ- 
ent colours, in which the rich are inclofed. Upon the back of fome 
of them, I have difcerned curious paintings of animals, fuch as ty- 
gers, lions, bears, &c. I took them at firft for mere ornaments ; but 
I was informed, that few perfons had the privilege to have thofe paint- 
ings on their carriage, and that it was a badge of nobility. I therefore 
prefumed, that they might be hieroglyphics ; for having afked fevera! 
perfons about their meaning, [ could get no information, and was re- 
ferred to a gentleman whole profeflion it is to decypher and compofe 
thefe emblems. I found that, except the pofleflors, who made this {cience 
their chief ftudy, no body elfe knew the real meaning of the figure ee. It 
is enough to revere nobility ; it would be too great a lofs of time to 
learn a {ctence, to make out their emblems. I farther learned, that this 
ftudy was very complicated ; for what in common language would re- 
ceive the appellation of bars, black or white, has technical terms, which, 
as in many other cafes, I find conftitute the ground-work of fcience. 
This may even be more ufeful in that than in any other branch of know~ 
ledge ; for the vafflal needs not care about the arms of his fuperiors. 

As | am_ unacquainted with the origin of thefe noble d iftin@ions, 
permit me to offer a few conjectures, They will fhew at lea! oe 
meaning moft obvious to the uninformed ftranger, and put the herald 
upon his guard about the choice of figures, that may to the vulgar give 
a mean idea of the family that bears them. I deem it probable, that 
the beafts fignify fome combats in which the predeceflors of the fa- 
mily flew thefe ferocious animals: the daggers may well be the inftru- 
ments employed on the occafion ; while the white and black fpaces are 


nothing but a delineation of the field of battle: the words around, I 
imagine, 
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‘imagine, tell the name of the brave hero. If this conjecture be true, 
then moft of the families in this country muft have fprung from men 
like myfelf, hunting in the woods after prey. But I have heard that 
‘this was deemed too mean an origin, and that no nobleman traced his 
_anceftors to a favage. Iwas then led to fuppofe the noble families 
have ever been as noble as they are at prefent; ‘but that at the period 
when they began to paint beafts upon their warlike inftruments, for I 
fuppofe coaches did not exift then, they only followed the allegorical 
tafte of the age. Thus, to defign the ferocity of a Chief, they placed 
a lion upon his fhield; to mark his cunning, they painted a fox; for 
his treachery, atyger; for his voracity, a wolf; for his ftupidity, an afs. 
The only objection I find to this manner of explaining is, that I have 
not yet found upon thefe arms any but ferocious animals. I can hardly 
imagine that the forefathers of the nobility were all bloody men, and {fo 
void of fociable qualities, as to prefer to be compared to lions and tygers, 
rather than to the more peaceable inhabitants of this globe. In my coun- 
try, although we have not any paintings, yet we preferve the memory 
of noble actions; and by thefe we underftand, to fave the life of a fel- 
low-man from the jaw of the voracious animal, or to rifk boldly our 
lives in defence of the country, againft thofe who attempt to enflave 
us. in the arms of Europeans, I have not yet feen a man in the a& 
of relieving another; all are fwords, feathers, and beafts. I am affu- 
red, that Heraldry, although it is not making rapid progrefs, is ftill held 
in the utmoft veneration ; that the taite for it is preferved pure and un- 
diminifhed. The coats of arms have, no doubt, changed places; the 
fhield bore what the coach now carries; the emblems of the war- 
tior adorn the carriages of his lazy fucceflors. "The luxury of the times 
exhibits even thefe badges after the death of a member of an_illuftrious 
family, to tell the world, that the deceafed bore the arms of his ance- 
ftors. This country feems to pofiefs more nobility than I at firft fuf- 
pected. I have entered poor cottages, where a mug, or fuch other 
piece of furniture, fhowed the arms of the family ; and I obferved, that 
the fide bearing them was purpofely turned towards me, to give me a 
proper idea of the rank of the perfon with whom I had the honour to 
{peak. ‘ 
There is a circumftance in thefe coats of arms which puzzled 
me greatly: fometimes the lions, and other beafts, have a crown 
held over them by two human figures. This feems either to de- 
note, that when thefe families began to have arms, men adored 
beafts, and then it would follow, that all coats of arms are fymbols of 
idolatry ; or that men mutt ave been fervile indeed, when ‘they fub- 
mitted to fuch a mean office. I hear that your noblemen pretend to 
have better blocd than other men. It would be worth inquiring into 
the properties of the fluid that runs in their veins. I would recom- 
mend it to fome chymiit to afcertain, whether there is any relation 
between the blood of the nobility, and that of the animals painted in 
their badges. Many curious difcoveries in the natural hiftory of gen- 
tlemen might be made; and even an attempt to claflify them might, 


prove not unfuccefsful. 
A Hotrentor!!! 








